REFORM  TRACTS.— NO.  1. 


SLAVERY, 

AND  THE  INFLUENCES  WHICH  SUPPORT  IT. 


“  On  the- side  of  their  oppressors  there  was  power ;  but  they  (the 
oppressed,)  had  no  comforter.” — Ecclesiastes  iv.  1. 

There  are,  at  this  time,  between  three  and four  millions 
of  human  beings,  in  the  United  States,  robbed  of  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  every  right  which  gives  joy  to  life.  They 
exist,  but  they  live  not ;  they  are  separated  from  every¬ 
thing  which  gives  life  to  existence.  They  can  be  no  more 
said  to  live  than  lost  spirits.  The  slave  has  no  home  on 
earth,  no  wife,  no  child,  no  self ;  he  cannot  be  injured  in 
law,  for  the  law  knows  him  not,  as  an  object  of  its  pro¬ 
tection  ;  all  that  he  has,  is,  or  can  be,  must  belong  to  his 
master  ;  he  is  a  mere  creature  of  another’s  convenience, 
the  unprotected  victim  of  that  othdr’s  cupidity,  avarice, 
and  lust.  [1]  And  what  gives  to  his  heart  its  death  chill 
is  the  night  of  despair  that  rests  on  every  foot  of  his  life’s 
pathway — on  all  that  path,  darkness  rests — not  one  foot 
of  it  is  lit  with  a  single  ray  of  hope  ;  he  can  do  nothing 
by  which  he  can  better  his  condition  ;  he  has  much  to 
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fear,  his  condition  n|ay  be  worse  ;  better  it  cannot  be. — 
The  doom  of  Sysyphn  .  comes  far  short  of  his — Sisyphus 
had  no  better  to  hope  for,  no  worse  to  fear  ;  not  so  with 
the  slave,  he  has  worse  to  fear  at  every  step  of  his  hope¬ 
less  pathway.  And  what  gives  point  to  the  stings  that 
pierce  his  heart  is  the  constant  conviction  that  he  has  a 
right  to  be  free.  This  conviction  is  intuitive  ;  put  out  the 
light  of  intelligence  to  the  lowest  point  that  leaves  the 
slave  capable  of  being  useful  to  his  master,  and  the  con¬ 
viction  that  he  has  a  right  to  be  free  will  live  in  his  mind  ; 
it  is  the  etlierial  fire  of  our  nature,  that  allies  us  to  im¬ 
mortality.  No  conviction  of  faith  can  be  stronger  than 
the  conviction  that  he  has  a  right  to  be  free. 

This  is  the  condition  of  these  millions  in  time — what 
are  their  prospects  for  eternity  ?  With  but  few  excep¬ 
tions,  they  are  without  God,  and  without  hope  in  His  sal¬ 
vation.  We  are  aware  that  we  are  wont  to  indulge  in 
hopes  of  p.  better  life  hereafter  for  the  slave,  and  the 
edge  of  our  opposition  to  slavery  is  some  taken  off  by  this 
hope ;  but  we  must  not  disguise  the  fact,  that  there  is 
but  little  hope  to  light  the  night  of  despair  that  rests  on 
those  millions,  or  to  relieve  their  hearts  from  the  death 
chills  which  the  dews,  of  that  night  shed  upon  them. — 
Everything  that  can  be  done,  by  men  and  devils,  to  keep 
the  slaves  from  the  joys  of  a  Christian  faith  and  hope,  is 
done  by  slavery.  The  system  is  planted  in  his  road  to 
God.  The  will  of  the  master  is  the  law  of  his  life,  and 
that  will  he  must  obey,  or  endure  all  the  sufferings  the 
master  may  inflict  upon  him.  [2]  It  is  a  crime,  in  the  sight 
of  the  system,  for  the  slave  to  learn  the  will  of  God,  for 
this  might  teach  him  resistance  to  the  will  of  his  master ; 
hence  he  must  not  learn  letters — he  must  not  learn  to 
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read,  for  be  might  read  the  Bible,  and  learn  the  will  of 
God.  His  mind  must  be  shut  up  in  ignorance  of  every 
thing  but  the  aTt  of  toiling  for  his  master’s  interest, 
he  must  live  for  his  master,  who  is  not  only  the  chief 
end,  but  the  only  end  ef  his  being.  The  claims  of  God 
upon  the  slave  are  wholly  rejected  by  the  slave  sys¬ 
tem.  The  slave  is  allowed  to  have  no  God  but  his  mas¬ 
ter.  The  first  commandment  is,  Thou  shalt  have  no 
other  God  before  me.  (your  master.)  And  to  fit  him 
for  obedience  to  this  god-master,  all  knowledge  is  kept 
from  his  mind  but  the  knowledge  of  promoting  his  mas¬ 
ter’s  interest.  This,  and  this  alone,  he  is  permitted  to 
acquire.  In  this  ignorance  he  must  serve  God,  if  he 
serve  him  at  all.  And  how  can  he  serve  a  God  of  whom 
he  has  no  knowledge,  nor  can  have  any  ?  We  do  not 
say  that  no  slave  has  any  knowledge  of  God  ;  but  we  do- 
sav,  that  the  slave  system  does  not  allow  him  to  have 
any.  We  mean  by  the  system  that  slavery  maintained 
in  the  slave  laws  of  the  slave  States.  If  any  slaves  have 
any  scriptural  hope  of  heaven,  they  have  it  in  despite  of 
the  system,  which  does  all  that  can  be  done  to  repeal  the 
laws  of  Jehovah,  and  remove  from  their  claims  the  crea¬ 
tures  of  his  hand — the  purchase  of  the  Redeemer’s  blood. 
It  is  the  greatest  possible  rebellion  against  God — the 
highest  possible  usurpation  of  His  prerogatives.  Throw 
into  the  caldron  all  possible  rebellion  and  usurpation,  and 
boil  them  down  until  evaporation  ceases,  and  you  have 
American  slavery  before  God.  Then  collect  all  the 
wrongs  and  outrages  ever  committed  on  humanity,  and 
deal  with  them  in  like  manner,  and  you  have  slavery  as 
it  rests  on  man.  Mr.  Wesley  might  well  ca’l  it  the  “sum 
°f  all  villainies  he  might  have  a  Ided  rebellion  and  usv.r- 
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'pation,  and  then  have  been  strictly  within  the  record- — 
How  shockingly  hateful  a  thing  is  slavery.  Hate,  did  I 

ci 

say  : 

“  Hate  is  a  feeble  word, 

I  loathe — abhor — my  very  sou? 

By  strong  disgust  is  stirred, 

Whene’er  I  see,  or  hear,  or  tell 

Of  this  dark  eldest  bom  of  Hell.” 

Under  the  crushing  weight  of  this  system  over  three' 
millions  of  native  born  Americans  are  bowed,  where  one 
and  a  half  millions  of  females  have  no  protection  for  their 
virtue.  Among  all  these  millions  there  is  not  one  pro¬ 
tected  marriage  bed,  not  one  protected  cradle,  not  one 
sacred  wife — not  one  lawful  husband  or  wife.  But  the 
South  land  is  dotted  with  whippingposts,  pictured  over 
with  whips,  thumb-screws,  hand-cuffs  and  chains.  Its 
soft  winds  are  loaded  with  the  screams  of  men,  women, 
and  sucklings — its  zephyrs  burdened  with  tbe  sighs  of 
breaking  hearts — its  hot  sands  moistened  by  such  a  bap¬ 
tism  of  tears  and  blood,  hot  from  this  fiery  furnace  of  Hell, 
as  no  other  land  ever  drank;  its  Heavens  darkened  with 
clouds  composed  by  the  lurid  vapors  of  these  tears  and 
this  blood,  which  the  earth  heaves  from  her  breast,  as 
she  opens  her  bosom  to  hide  from  tbe  oppressor  her  strick¬ 
en  children  ;  athwart  these  clouds,  Christian  faith  sees 
dancing  the  red  lightnings  of  Jehovah’s  wrath,  and  in 
their  deep  chambers  bears  tbe  hoarse  mutterings  of  bis 
vengeful  thunders.  Ere  these  lightning’s  fall,  these  thun¬ 
ders  burst  upon  our  guilty  land,  let  us  calmly  consider 
the  guilty  supporters  of  this  first  born  of  Hell — this  most 
abhorred  of  Heaven. 

“  In  union  there  is  strength.”  On  this  maxim  society 
is  organized.  Man  in  an  isolated  condition  can  do  but 
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little.  This  leads  him  to  combine  with  others  to  effect 
desirable  results.  These  combinations  are  two-fold, 
ordained  of  God,  and  human  invented.  In  the  first  di¬ 
vision  we  class  civil  and  ecclesiastical  governments  ;  in 
the  second,  affiliated  societies.  These  organisms  combine 
the  strength  of  society  in  all  countries. 

The  •  civil  power  in  this  country  is  divided  into  three 
parties:  Democrats,  Whigs,  and  Anti-Slavery  men.  The 
ecclesiastical  into  many  fractions;  and  this  is  also  the  case 
with  the  affiliated.  The  Anti-Slavery  portion  of  the  civil 
power  is  but  a  small  fraction  of  that  power.  This  power 
passed  a  law  to  punish  with  fine  and  imprisonment,  any 
free  citizen  who  would  give  to  one  of  the  victims  of  slavery 
flying  from  its  more  than  Tuscan  body  of  death,  the  least 
aid.  A  prison  home  for  six  months,  and  one  thousand 
dollars  fine,  is  the  penalty  for  obeying  God  and  the  dic- 
lates  of  humanity  in  such  a  case. 

At  the  last  National  Conventions  of  Democrats  and 
Whigs,  each  of  these  great  divisions  of  the  civil  power 
committed  themselvs  to  a  strict  maintenance  of  this  ne¬ 
farious  law,  which  slavery  had  made  for  a  ke}r-stone  to 
its  arch  ;  and  thus  gave  all  their  power  to  the  oppressor. 
And  now  office  seekers  are  assuring:  the  President  and 
his  Washington  officials,  that  they  never  signed  a  call  for 
an  Anti-Fugitive  Slave  Law  meeting,  or  voted  an  Anti- 
Slavery  vote.  These  seem  to  be  pre-requisites  for  office, 
in  the  general  government.  And  since  the  Presidential 
election,  the  Democrats  and  Whigs  have  united  in  differ¬ 
ent  localities,  to  keep  the  Free  Soilers  or  Free  Democrats 
from  power  in  State  offices.  This  was  also  the  case  in 
some  instances  in  the  last  national  election  ;  instance  the 
case  of  Mr.  Durkee,  of  Wisconsin,  and  Mr.  Wade,  cf 
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Ohio.  In  the  case  of  the  first,  they  succeeded  ;  in  the 
second  they  failed.  These  great  parties  have  given  their 
great  strength  to  slavery. 

The  ecclesiastical  power  of  this  nation  has  done  the 
same  with  very  little  exception,  very  little  indeed  !  With 
the  exception  of  a  few  denominations,  as  the  Covenanters, 
Seceders,  Free-will  Baptists,  Quakers,  United  Brethren, 
in  Christ,  Wesleyan  Methodists,  Free  Presbyterians,  a 
few  Congregational  Churches,  and  a  few  other  sects,  but 
little  known,  in  all  but  a  small  number,  exerting  a  veryr 
limited  influence  ;  all  the  churches,  or  denominations  of 
this  land,  give  the  hand  of  Christian  fellowship  to  slave¬ 
holders,  And  of  the  little  band  of  Anti-Slaver}’'  sects,, 
we  know  of  hut  two,  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  and  Free 
Presbyterian,  who  make  it  a  disciplinary  offence  to  vote- 
for  slavery — to  give  their  political  power  to  build  up 
what  they  pretend  to  pull  down  with  their  prayers.  They 
allow  their  members  to  pray  for  freedom  and  vote  for 
slavery,  which  is  nothing  hut  sheer  hypocrisy. 

To  admit  a  man  to  membership  in  a  church,  is  the  high¬ 
est  endorsement  that  church  can  give  of  his  Christian 
character,  except  to  put  him  into  the  Christian  ministry  ; 
and  Christian  character  is  the  highest  character  man  can 
have.  All  the  large  religious  sects  of  this  nation  give 
this  character  toslave  holders.  They  not  only  take  them 
into  the  church,  but  put  them  into  the  ministry.  The 
religious  influence  of  this  nation,  with  but  a  small  frac¬ 
tional  exception,  is  thrown  into  the  balance  in  favor  of 
slavery.  “This  is  the  unkindest  cut  of  all.” 

The  church  is  God’s  divinely  appointed  expounder  of 
His  word  ;  the  exposition  it  gives  of  that  word,  is  the 
sense  the  world  will  receive  ;  and  is  the  very  thing 
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Heaven  intended.  God’s  people  “are  the  light  of  the 
world” — His  church  “the  ground  and  pillar  of  the  truth.’  ’ 
The  interpretations  of  the  Church  will  be  regarded,  as 
the  teachings  of  the  truth,  whether  they  are  really  so  or 
not ;  and  when  the  religion  of  a  nation  condemn  or  ap¬ 
prove  any  practice,  the  community  will  ratify  that  decis¬ 
ion.  How  that  the  religion  of  the  American  Church  has 
said  that  slavery  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  highest  style 
of  man — Christian  character,  civilians  can  do  but  little, 
very  little,  against  it.  This  bloody  Joab  must  be  torn 
from  the  altar  of  God,  before  it  can  be  slain.  And  all 
who  cry,  “let  it  alone  !”  are  guilty  of  high  treason 
against  humanity,  and  rebellion  against  the  Almighty. 
All  who  in  any  wise  give  comfort  or  support  to  those 
religious  organizations  which  endorse  the  character  of 
slaveholders,  by  admitting  them  to  church  membership, 
are  adding  to  the  weight  which  is  now  crushing  these 
millions.  And  this  is  also  true  of  those  who  sustain 
churches  which  suffer  their  members  to  vote  for  slavery, 
or  for  the  candidates  of  political  parties  pledged  to  sup¬ 
port  it,  or  its  key-stone,  the  fugitive  slave  law.  We  do 
not  say  that  persons  who  do  these  things  cannot  be  saved, 
for  we  know  not  what  allowance  to  make  for  their  want 
of  information,  but  we  know  we  could  not  be  ;  nor  can 
any  other  man  or  woman  with  our  light.  The  popular 
religion  of  this  day  is  the'great  strength  of  the  oppressors, 
and  all  its  aiders,  abettors,  and  supporters,  are  going  to  * 
the  great  and  terrible  day  of  God  gory  with  the  blood  of 
the  oppressed  and  murdered  poor.  We  are  aware  that 
this  will  be  considered  a  hard  saying,  and  few  will  be 
willing  to  bear  it  now,  but  millions  will  have  to  bear  it 
then  in  the  burden  of  eternal  death. 
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The  affiliated  power  of  this  nation  is  given  to  the  op¬ 
pressor  ;  and  this  power  is  also  great.  Some  affiliated 
societies  are  local  in  their  influence,  as  literary  lyceums, 
etc.  Others  are  national,  as  Free  Masons,  Odd  Fellows, 
Bechabites,  Red  Men,  Sons  of  Temperance,  etc.  These 
combined  have  a  power  over  society  that  is  truly  great, 
jndecd  it  is  fearful ;  few,  very  few,  dare  to  offend  against 
these  secret  brotherhoods.  These,  all  these,  give  their 
power  to  the  oppressor,  they  obey  the  commands  of  sla¬ 
very  in  the  highest  sense.  The  obligations  these  different 
brotherhoods  impose  on  their  members  cannot  be  dis¬ 
charged  to  colored  men  at  the  South.  Slavery  says 
colored  men  shall  not  be  treated  as  the  members  of  these 
brotherhoods  are  required  to  treat  each  other,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  must  not  be  admitted  as  members  ;  and  these, 
all  these,  answer  with  a  hearty  response,  “so  mote  it  be.” 
Even  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  the  best  of  them  all,  can¬ 
not  admit  a  black  man.  We  are  aware  that  the  Ohio 
Division  did  admit  Mr.  Day,  a  graduate  of  Oberlin  Col¬ 
lege  ;  but  the  National  Division  decided  by  a  great  ma¬ 
jority  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  principles  of  the  order  ; 
and  that  decision  frees  the  Order  at  will  from  the  duty 
of  regarding  Mr.  Day  as  a  brother  ;  because  he  is  a  col¬ 
ored  man,  and  cannot  be  in  the  order  without  a  violation 
of  its  principles  ;  and  therefore  he  is  not  in  de  juro  ; 
and  not  in. 

It  is  true  there  are  lodges  of  colored  Free  Maspns  ; 
*  but  they  are  not  held  from  charters  given  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  United  States  ;  their  charters  were  obtained 
from  England.  To  treat  a  colored  man  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  as  members  of  any  of  these  societies  are 
required  to  treat  each  other  when  sick  and  from  homes 
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would  “dissolve  the  union,”  in  Southern  parlance.  To 
board  a  colored  Free  Mason,  Odd  Fellow,  or  Son  of 
Temperance,  at  a  decent  boarding  house  or  tavern,  have 
influential  citizens  appointed  watchers  from  night  to 
night,  and  his  bill  paid,  would  never  do,  the  whole  Soutli 
would  take  fire  ;  hence  no  colored  man  must  be  permitted 
to  share  the  supposed  benefits  of  these  orders.  The  slave 
power  must  be  obeyed,  and  they  all  obey  it. 

They  are  vastly  worse  than  the  pro-slavery  churches 
of  the  land.  These  admit  the  slave  owner  and  the  slave 
to  membership  ;  and  these  affiliated  brotherhoods  admit 
the  slave  owner,  but  refuse  the  colored  man,  bond  or  free, 
though  a  child  of  God, — a  Christian,  a  gentleman,  and 
a  scholar.  They  say  to  these  men,  you  are  too  low  ever 
to  be  raised  where  we  stand  ,  you  are  worms  beneath  our 
notice,  if  not  beneath  our  feet.  And  all  this  they  do  at 
the  slaveholders’ bidding.  Thus  these  brotherhoods  give 
their  great  influence  to  press  loAver,  if  possible,  these 
millions,  who  have  no  comforter.  These  affiliations  are 
pro-slavery  beyond  a  parallel,  except  in  the  Baltimore 
platforms  of  the  Democrats  and  Whigs  ;  and  they  are 
not  a  whit  behind  these.  We  belong  not  to  any  of  these 
affiliations,  nor  can  we  while  we  love  the  slave,  and  this 
we  will  do  as  long  as  we  love  God  ;  for  the  slave  is  our  bro¬ 
ther  man,  and  some  of  them  our  brothers  in  Christ,  and 
if  we  love  not  our  brother  whom  we  have  seen,  we  can¬ 
not  love  God,  whom  we  have  not  seen. 

The  three  and  a  half  millions  of  slaves  are  crushed  be¬ 
neath  the  ponderous  weight  of  the  political  power  of  this 
nation,  or  so  much  of  it  as  is  contained  in  the  Democratic 
and  Whig  parties.  All  the  moral  power  of  the  American 
church,  except  what  is  contained  in  the  few  little  Anti- 
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Slavery  churches,  and  all  of  them,  except  the  Covenant¬ 
ers,  free  Presbyterians,  and  Wesleyan  Methodists,  are 
uoing  quite  as  much  for  it  as  they  are  against  it.  It  is 
quite  a  question  on  which  side  their  influence  is  the  heav¬ 
ier.  To  give  membership  to  men  who  vote  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  and  deny  it  to  the 
man  for  whom  the  slave  is  to  be  caught,  is  a  neutralizing 
inconsistency.  When  a  church  sanctions  slave  catching 
by  endorsing  the  Christian  character  of  the  human  blood 
hound,  who  either  catches  slaves,  or  votes  for  the  present 
bill  for  catching  them,  it  has  done  more  for  slavery  than 
it  can  possibly  do  against  it,  and  on  the  whole  makes 
weight  for  the  oppressors,  so  that  the  three  little  bands  of 
Christians  above  named  contain  all  the  moral  power  of 
ihe  American  church  which  is  not  giving  weight  to  the 
oppressor’s  hand. 

We  would  be  glad  to  except  the  Quakers,  but  we  can 
not.  In  some  localities  they  are  clear,  or  nearly  so  ;  but 
in  others  they  vote  with  Whigs  or  Democrats,  like  other 
sinners,  and  thus  vote  for  the  Baltimore  platforms — gener¬ 
ally  with  the  Whigs  ;  and  we  are  not  aware  that  the 
I  riends  have  made  it  a  disciplinary  offence  to  vote  for 
slavery  or  slaveholders,  anywhere. 

I  hey  have  long  borne  testimony  against  slavery,  and 
ha\e  exerted  a  healthful  influence,  and  we  think  will 
soon  take  the  right  ground  on  voting.  We  would  deal 
kindly  with  the  Friends,  but  must  deal  truthfully  with  all. 

Ihe  social  and  associated  influence  of  the  nation  rests 
on  the  crushed  hearts  of  these  millions.  These,  all  these, 
gi\  e  weight  to  the  hand  of  oppression.  What  a  sight  pre« 
sents  itself!  We  see  a  great  press,  and  three  and  a  half 
millions  of  souls,  for  whom  Christ  died,  packed  in.  beA 
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tween  its  great  bed,  composed  of  tbe  master’s  interests, 
and  its  great  platen,  of  bis  cupidity,  passions  and  lusts  ; 
and  on  this  platen  we  see  the  great  Democratic  and  Whig 
parties,  with  all  the  political  machinery  of  both,  and 
there  stands  the  American  church,  taking  out  the  little 
exceptions  above  named,  building  its  immense  cathedrals 
and  chapels  on  it,  the  millions  of  its  members  perform¬ 
ing:  their  devotions  and  communing  with  their  God  ;  there 
are  their  mourner’s  benches  and  anxious  seats,  sacrament¬ 
al  tables,  baptismal  fonts,  conference  meetings,  love  feasts, 
and  their  Missionary,  Bible,  Tract  and  Sabbath  School 
associations.  There  they  sing  their  revival  songs,  make 
their  revival  prayers,  and  there,  even  there,  their  young 
converts  are  taught  to  sing  : 

O  O 

“  My  God  is  reconciled, 

His  pard’ning  voice  I  hear, 

He  owns  me  for  his  child, 

I  can  no  longer  fear. 

With  confidence  I  now  draw  nigh, 

And,  Father,  Abba  Father,  cry  !  ” 

While  from  the  press  below  their  feet  sounds  out  the 
groans  and  dying  cries  of  these  millions,  as  the  counter¬ 
part  to  this  new  born  song  of  love.  And  there  stand  the 
lodges  of  the  Free  Masons  and  Odd  Fellows  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  the  division  rooms  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  with 
all  the  power  of  their  moral  hydropathy,  and  the  taberna¬ 
cles  of  other  secret  orders,  and  there  are  builded  all  the 
temples  of  literature  and  science,  from  the  proud  Univer¬ 
sity  to  the  humble  country  school  house,  with  their  doors 
closed  to  all  below  this  platen,  and  not  only  so,  but,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  against  those  who  have  escaped  from 
this  awful  press  touched  with  one  drop  of  the  blood  of 
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those  who  are  dying  beneath.  On  the  platen  of  this 
mighty  Press  these,  all  these,  mighty  weights  unite. — 
The  cannon  of  political  victories  are  fired  on  it,  and  sends 
death  jars  to  the  hearts  below,  while  shoutings  and  sing¬ 
ings  are  making  the  music  of  joys  to  those  who  are  above. 
Screams,  and  cries,  and  dying  sighs,  form  the  death  song 
of  those  who  are  below.  While  the  American  churches 
are  mustering  their  forces  above,  and  sending  life  streams 
to  distant  nations,  their  weight  is  bursting  thousands  of 
hearts  below  and  causing  the  life’s  blood  of  those  hearts 
to  hiss  out  at  thousands  of  new  made  pores.  The  gar¬ 
ments  of  the  upper  worshippers  are  made  crimson  in  the 
life’s  blood  of  the  millions  below.  The  rivers  of  their 
mercy  is  fed  with  the  tears  of  Afric’s  sons  and  daughters, 
and  the  music  of  their  songs  Lasscd  with  the  death  groans 
of  man.  The  kneeling  cushions  of  their  prayers  are 
the  breaking  hearts  of  woman  ;  their  fonts  of  purifica¬ 
tion  the  tears  of  softest  chidhood.  And  what  is  most 
incredible,  many  of  those  above  call  those  below  their 
brethren  in  Christ  !  What  a  sight !  ! 

And  who  are  below  sympathising  with  these  dying 
millions  ?  The  little  band  of  Anti-Slavery  voters,  and 
Anti-Slavery  prayers,  most  of  whom  are  in  the  little  bands 
above  named.  These  have  got  off  the  platen  of  this  ter¬ 
rible  press,  and  have  put  their  votes,  prayers,  sermons 
and  sacraments,  under  it  to  lighten  it  off  these  victims 
of  oppression.  True,  they  are  feeble  staves,  but  they 
are  strengthening ;  every  one  who  gets  off  this  platen  light¬ 
ens  it,  and  if  they  join  with  those  who  are  bearing  it  up 
by  their  votes  and  prayers,  increase  the  feeble  lifters  and 
the  only  hope  for  the  slave,  is,  changes  enough  of  this 
sort  to  lift  that  platen  so  high  that  these  oppressed  can 


SLAVERY,  AND  THE  INFLUENCES  WHICH  SUPPORT  IT.  13 

stand  up,  men  and  women — then  they  can  and  will  es¬ 
cape  from  this  press.  Who  will  change  sides  of  this 
platen,  get  off  the  top,  and  place  their  shoulders  under  it? 
Men  and  women  of  God,  must  you  pray  on  the  breaking 
hearts -of  your  brothers,  must  their  death  groans  give  the 
pitch  to  the  songs  of  your  love  and  the  shouts  of  your 
joys  ?  Must  the  knees  of  your  devotion  be  bathed  in  the 
blood  of  God’s  poor?  Look  at  this  subject  !  for  Heaven’s 
sake  look  at  it  !  for  your  soul’s  sake  look  at  it  !  !  Look 
at  it,  you  must,  now,  or  when  you  meet  these  millions  in 
the  judgment  day  ;  then  it  will  be  too  late  !  !!  Can  you 
find  no  place  to  prajs  but  on  the  powdered  bones  and 
pomaced  hearts  of  humanity  ?  Can  you  have  spiritual 
sight  no  place  but  in  that  cloud  that  conceals  the  Saviour 
from  millions  for  whom  he  died,  no  joy  but  on  the  grave 
of  all  their  hopes  ?  But  your  church  is  on  these  ruined 
millions,  and  you  cannot  leave  it;  then  your  church  is  dear¬ 
er  to  you  than  your  Saviour,  and  your  soul,  to  say  noth¬ 
ing  of  these  poor.  If  this  be  so,  and  we  fear  it  is,  with 
many,  you  are  a  hopeless  idolator,  you  worship  your 
church,  and  not  your  Saviour.  Weigh  the  matter  well  ! 

Many  are  kept  from  seeing  their  responsibility  by  be¬ 
ing  associated  with  others,  they  admit  the  evil,  the  great 
evil  of  slavery  ;  but  suppose  that  little  or  none  of  the  guilt 
of  it  attaches  to  them  ;  they  being  but  one  of  the  thou¬ 
sands  who  are  in  for  it,  and  consequently,  but  the  same 
proportion  of  guilt,  if  guilty  at  all,  can  adhere  to  them  ; 
and  they  often  think  the  evil  would  be  just  the  same  had 
they  no  connection  with  it  ;  but  this  is  a  very  great  mis¬ 
take.  They  are  in  for  the  whole  of  it,  just  as  much  as  if 
they  had  individually  done  the  whole.  If  one  man  com¬ 
mit  a  murder,  he  is  guilty  of  that  murder  ;  if  ten  unite 
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and  do  the  same  thing,  the  ten  are  guiltj'  each  one  of  a 
whole  murder  ;  if  one  hundred  or  one  thousand  do  the 
same  tiling,  each  of  them  is  guilty,  because  each  con¬ 
sents  in  his  heart  that  the  murder  shall  be  committed, 
and  does  what  is  necessary  for  him  to  do,  to  secure  that 
committal.  What  the  heart  consents  to,  we  are  guilty  of 
before  God  and  man.  Christ  detected  adultery  in  the 
wanton  look,  and  our  law  makes  all  consenters,  aiders 
and  abettors,  principals. 

And  this  principle  applies  just  as  clearly  to  each  mem¬ 
ber  of  any  union,  when  that  union  is  doing  what  requires 
the  action  of  millions,  as  when  but  few  are  needed  to  ef¬ 
fect  the  object ;  each  one  who  acts  with  that  union  con¬ 
sents  to  the  whole  they  are  doing,  and  acts  with  them  for 
that  end.  They  may  not  act  for  the  sake  of  slavery,  and 
therefore  may  conclude  they  are  not  involved  ;  but  they 
consent  to  act  with  their  fellows  to  secure  some  other  great 
good,  or  what  they  esteem  a  great  good,  and  would  be 
glad  if  slavery  was  not  involved  ;  but  as  it  is,  they  will 
give  their  consent  that  it  be  sustained,  and  reluctantly 
give  their  aid.  This  is  the  case  with  thousands  upon 
thousands,  in  all  the  pro-slavery  parties  and  associations 
of  the  land.  But  these  persons  are  just  as  guilty  as  any 
other,  are  weighing  as  heavily  on  the  bleeding  victims 
of  oppression  ;  and  in  the  sight  of  God  have  far  less  ex¬ 
cuse  ;  for  they  see  and  feel  the  great  wrong,  and  yet  give 
their  strength  to  those  who  sustain  it,  who  manufacture 
the  life’s  blood  of  its  heart. 

The  guilt  of  the  whole  Democratic  party  rests  on  each 
member  of  it.  The  guilt  of  the  whole  Whig  party  does 
the  same  on  each  member  of  the  Whig  party.  The  guilt 
of  each  church  or  sect,  on  each  member  of  that  sect ;  of 
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the  Masonic  fraternity,  on  each  member  of  it ;  the  same 
is  true  of  Odd-Fellows,  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  every 
other  association  that  gives  weight  to  the  oppressor’s 
hand.  What  allowance  God  will  make  for  ignorance,  we 
know  not.  We  speak  of  the  principle  on  which  the  Di¬ 
vine  government  is  administered,  and  this  is  where  they 
stand  on  that  principle.  These  parlies  are  going  to  judg¬ 
ment  with  the  blood  of  these  millions  on  their  gar¬ 
ments,  and  on  their  hearts,  and  if  God  should  not  condemn 
them  because  of  their  ignorance,  .they  will  then  and  there 
know  that  they  were  the  murderers  of  these  millions. 

The  oppressors  do  not  only  keep  the  slaves  ignorant  of 
their  rights,  but  those  who  are  aiding  them  are  ignorant 
of  what  they  are  doing.  And  this  is  especially  true  of  the 
leaders  of  the  pro-slavery  churches,  and  political  parties. 
Lies  enough  have  been  told  by  preachers  and  politicians, 
since  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question, *to  sink  this  na¬ 
tion,  and  the  leaders  of  the  pro-slavery  affliated  associa¬ 
tions,  will,  now  that  they  are  proved  to  be  pro-slavery, 
follow  suit.  This,  we  are  aware,  is  a  hard  charge,  but 
it  is  true  to  the  letter,  and  while  the  death  cries  of  those 
millions  are  loading  the  wind  of  our  native  land,  we  feel 
but  little  inclined  to  mince  the  truth  or  court  favor. 

We  summon  the  readers  of  this  little  tract  to  meet  us 
at  the  bar  of  Jehovah,. and  witness  against  us. if  we  have 
been  unfaithful  with  them  ;  and  we  notify  them,  that  we 
will  then  and  there  witness  against  them.  We  lay  down 
our  pen  overwhelmed  with  the  terribleness  of  the  punish¬ 
ment  which  awaits  those  who  give  their  strength  to  the 
spoiler,  and  with  a  heart  bleeding  for  the  slaves.  Oh 
my  country  men  and  women,  my  fellow  professors  of  the 
religion  of  the  captive’s  deliverer,  the  poor’s  preache1' 
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the  world’s  Savior.  Stand  not  one  hour  longer  on  the 
platen  of  oppression’s  press  !  At  whatever  cost,  stand 
no  longer  there.  Thousands  are  trying  to  lift  this  crush¬ 
ing  weight — come  at  once  to  their  aid,|and  the  God  of  the 
oppressed  will  be  your  God,  and  these  poor  will  appear 
for  you  in  the  final  day. 


[1]  South  Carolina. ---“Slaves  shall  be  deemed,  sold,  taken,  repu¬ 
ted  and  adjudged  in  law  to  be  chattels  personal,  in  the  hands  of  their 
owners  and  possessors,  and  their  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
to  all  intents ,  constructions ,  and  purposes  whatsoever,”  (2  Brevard’s 
Digest,  229 ;  Prince’s  Digest,  446,  &c.,  &c.) 

Louisiana. — “A  slave  is  one  who  is  in  the  power  of  a  master  to 
whom  he  -belongs.  The  master  may  sett  him,  dispose  of  his  person,  his 
industry  and  his  labor.  He  can  do  nothing,  posesses  nothing,  nor  ac¬ 
quire  any  thing,  but  what  must  belong  to  his  master.”  (Civil  Code, 
Art.  35.) 

[2]  “  The  slave  is  entirely  subject  to  the  icill  of  his  master,  who  may 
correct  and  chastise  him,  though  not  with  unusual  rigor,  or  so  as  to 
maim  and  mutilate  him,  or  expose  him  to  the  danger  of  loss  of  life,  or 
to  cause  his  death.”  (Art.  173.) 

“  Slaves  were  heldyiro  nullis ;  pro  mortuis,  pro  quadrupedibus  ■— 
they  had  no  head  in  the  State,  no  name,  title  or  register  ;  they  were 
■not  capable  of  being  injured,  nor  could  they  take  by  purchase  or  de¬ 
scent  ;  they  had  no  heirs,  and  could  therefore  make  no  will ;  exclusive 
of  what  was  called  their  peculium,  whatever  they  acquired  was  their 
master’s;  they  cannot  plead  or  be  pleaded  >  for,  but  were  excluded 
from  all  civil  concerns  whatever.  They  could  not  claim  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  absence  repuhlicce  causa  :  theg  were  not  entitled  to  the  rights 
and  considerations  of  matrimony ,  and  therefore  had  no  relief  in  case 
of  adultery;  nor  were  they  proper  objects  of  cognation  and  affinity, 
but  of  quasi-cognation  only  :  they  could  be  sold,  tranferred,  or  pawned 
as  goods  or  personal  estate,  for  goods  they  were,  aud  as  such  they  were 
esteemed  ;  they  might  be  tortured  for  evidence,  punished  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  their  lord ,  or  even  put  to  death  by  his  authority (Tay¬ 
lor’s  Elements,  p.  429.) 
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